
action 
Volume 8, Issue 4 On Sale: 13 August 1985 

•recommended price only 

Managing Editor: 
Len Shaw VK3NLS 

Editor: 
TONY GILBERTVK3CE 
Phone: (03) 605 4261 

Production Manager: 
Paula Parker 

Artists: 
Linda Weil 

Tessa Mahy 
Campbell Fallaw 

Editorial Office: 
603-61 1 Lt. Lonsdale St., Melbourne 3000 
Postal - GPO Box 628E, Melbourne 3001. 

A D V E R T I S I N G 
Victoria: 

Peter Smith VK3NSV 

(03) 605 4203 
N e w South W a l e s : 

Gordon Durnford, The Globe Bridge Com-
pany 64 Victoria St.. North Sydney 2060. 

Phone (02) 957 2033 
South Australia: 

Allan Taylor, 79 McLaren Street, Adelaide 
5000. Phone (08) 223 6629 

Queensland: 
Claude Olive Media, 43 Lochaber St, 

Dutton Park, Brisbane 4102. 
Phone (07) 846 2255 

P R I N T E R A N D P U B L I S H E R : 
Leonard J. Shaw 

38 Granya Grove, Mt. Eliza, 3930 
P L A C E OF P R I N T I N G : 

Waverley Offset Publishing Group, Geddes 
Street, Mulgrave, Vic. 

P R O P R I E T O R : 
Newspress, a division of Syme Media Pty 
Ltd, 250 Spencer Street, Melbourne 3000 

A M A T E U R RADIO ACTION is d is t r ibu ted in 
V ic tor ia by Magdiss Pty Ltd, 2 5 0 Spencer St, 
Me lbourne . 3 0 0 0 : in SA by J o h n Fairfax & 
Sons L imi ted : in Tasmania by The Mercury , 
9 3 Macquar ie St. Hobar t 7 0 0 0 ; in NSW, 
Queensland. W A and N e w Zealand by Net-
w o r k D is t r ibu t ion Company, 54 Park St 

Sydney. 2 0 0 0 

The price set out or referred to herein is a 
r e c o m m e n d e d price on ly and there is no ob-
l igat ion to comp ly w i t h the recommenda t ion . 
All prices referred to in A.R.A. are recom-
mended prices, unless o the rw ise stated. 

In this Issue 
15 
18 
25 
29 
35 
39 
43 
44 
49 
50 
53 

S C A N N I N G W I T H A.M.F.A.R. : DOC's recent frequency register 
release . . . is it really that useful? 
U N D E R S T A N D I N G THE IONOSPHERE: Sunspots, ionising 
radiation, absorption, Sporadic-E - all explained. 
A POCKETFUL OF M O D S : Goodies for the FT-208R and other 
handhelds from popular US author, Dave Ingram. 
E Q U I P M E N T REVIEW: Kenwood's TS-711 A two metre mul i tmode 
— how does it rate against Icom's IC-271A? 
D I G I T A L CODE SQUELCH: Kenwood's super selcall system — a 
brief look at its operation and uses. 

P.N.G.'s REPEATER S A G A : Or how to install a repeater three 
kilometres above sea level! 
A M A T E U R R A D I O W E E K IN S.A.: In the sesquicentennial stakes, 
VK5 is out to show VK3 how it should be done. 
THE SILVER L I N I N G D U O B A N D : Or what to do when your 
favourite Yagi takes an unexpected nose-dive. 
E Q U I P M E N T REVIEW: MFJ Active Antenna Tuners — shortwave 
listening wi th limited antenna space. 
LOG M U N C H E R II: Stephen Gard VK2ESG present the promised 
expansion of "Log Muncher" to a disk base. 
SATELLITE REPORT: PACSAT, Oscar Update, and 10 great ways 
to improve your satellite operation. 

Cover: DOC are presently conducting field strength tests on Melbourne amateur 
stations — comment in Traffic. Photos by Tony Gilbert and Don McNeil. 

Regulor Feotures 
5 TRAFFIC: Editorial 

opinion by Tony VK3CE. 
10 NEWS DESK: News, 

Views and New Products. 
37 FEEDBACK: Where 

r e a d e r s have t h e i r say. 
56 A W A R D S : The paper 

chase takes a new tw is t . 
59 DX & B A N D REPORT: 

Latest wor ldw ide reports. 
63 YL F O R U M : A YL 

viewpoint wi th Kirsti VK9NL. 
The publisher's terms and condit ions are set out in its current Advert is ing Rate Cards, which are available 
on request They include an exempt ion clause, a monetary l imi tat ion of liability clause and an indemnity 
f rom the advertiser and any advert ising agent. Advert isers and agents are advised to read the Card before 
placing any advert isement or series of advert isements. 

64 V H F / U H F SCATTER: J im 
VK3AZY wi th all the latest. 

65 CONTEST: Rules, results 
and comment by VK5GN. 

66 PROPAGATION: September 
Grafex charts from IPS. 

68 S H O R T W A V E : Latest 
news from Peter Bunn. 

70 CLASSIF IEDS: Where 
the best bargains appear. 

74 R A N D O M T H O U G H T S : 
Equality in the amateur ranks. 

AMATEUR RADIO ACTION Vol. 8 No. 4 - 3 


