
WHAT'S THE INTERNET 
REALLY ABOUT? 
Here's part two of our Internet 
primer. This month, Tom gets 
you on the air. Yep, it's easy — 
when you know how... 

NEW CYCLE SHOCK! 
Could it be? Astonished solar 
observers have identified a new 
sunspot which may be the 
beginning of an early Cycle 23. 

FIRST VK REVIEW: 
ICOM IC-706 HF, 6+2M 
Rarely has a new amateur 
transceiver been as eagerly 
awaited as this newcomer. Find 
out why... and how to win one! 

BUDGET CB 
REVIEW 
Don't let the price 
put you off. Uniden's 
new UH-053 UHF 
CB is a surprisingly 
good package... 

CRITICALLY-COUPLED 
ANTENNAS — PART 1 
Welcome Phil Harman, VK6APH 
who describes a beam with a 
short boom, a wide SWR band-
width and a great F/B ratio... 

DIAMOND SX-600 TWO 
RANGE SWR METER 
Diamond is a Japanese company 
with a fine reputation. We check 
out its dual-personality meter. 

FEEDBACK - LETTERS 
Don't be shy! Have your say! 
Your letters are encouraged... 

35 

38 

53 

55 

78 

84 

IT'S ALL IN 
THIS ISSUE 

DXing THE UTES 
You'd be surprised to learn just 
how many people seek out those 
really elusive 'utility' broadcasters. 
So we've introduced a new 
column about this fun sport. This 
month, Richard Jary looks at the 
easiest utes of all — voice signals. 

COME IN QANTAS ONE! 
Ever monitored the HF aircraft 
bands? You can pick up signals 
from literally around the world. Bob 
Bell gives a few hints, and lists the 
channels you need... 

MORE WINNERS... 
Did you win one of our three 
Benelec scanner antennas? 

FAQ: PROPAGATION 
Frequently Asked Questions is the 
name of this new column. You ask; 
we'll see if we know the answer! 

CATCC — A NEW 
COMPUTER-AIDED ALL-
IN-ONE RIG SOLUTION 
Almost all amateur transceivers 
and many SW receivers have a 
CAT port on the back. Now, let's 
put it to some good use... 

CONSTRUCTION PROJECT 
BUILD A 2M LINEAR AMP 
It can be a bit of a drag using an 
HT in the car. The big hassle is 
that nobody can hear you! Well, 
this handy DIY gadget should help 
out there. Neil Duncan tells all... 
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