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Cover: Our give-away FT-411 came for a hike in the bush, but it was 
our SSB signals which got through best. Yaesu introduced the FT-
290R when some present amateurs were still in nappies. Today's FT-
290RII sets a sizzling pace as the only true portable all-mode VHF rig 
available in the country. We check it out — and its six metre brother, 
the FT-690RII — in our full review starting on page 14. Right: Here's 
how the first section of your six metre transverter board should look. 
And watch for part two of the Building Blocks series in the next issue 
of Amateur Radio Action... 

Next issue out October 3. Classifieds deadline 15 September. 
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EQUIPMENT R E V I E W — Yaesu F T - 2 9 0 R M k 
II & F T - 6 9 0 R M k II : We've all heard of these 
Yaesu portables, but this is our first look at the 
revamped models. Editor Edmondson road-tested 
the pair in an unconventional way... 
VIDEO FOR Y O U R F R G - 9 6 0 0 RECEIVER: Ash 
Nallawalla, VK3CIT, wanted PAL video on his Yaesu 
rig, so he bought an NTSC board... 
E Q U I P M E N T REVIEW — I c o m I C - 2 S A : This rig 
is so small Dick Tracy would probably lose it... Get 
your magnifying glass out for Tom Moffat 's review. 
LAST CHANCE! W I N A Y A E S U F T - 4 1 1 : Help 
Dick Smith Electronics celebrate its 21st birthday — 
the first two winners have been drawn, but there's 
still three prizes left... 

I ® THE V O Y A G E R STORY: Paul Butler, VK3DBP, 
' J tells what Voyager found when it visited the planet 

Uranus. 

THE A R A M k I I B U I L D I N G BLOCKS: Here we go 
again! John Day, VK3ZJF, presents part one of our 
six metre transverter project. (See picture at right.) 
VOYAGE TO R O T U M A — P A R T THREE: 
Wouldn't it be nice to jet off to a beautiful Pacific 
island? That's what Ed DeYoung, VK8XX, did — and 
Rotuma is a 'new' country thanks to his group's 
efforts. 
EQUIPMENT R E V I E W — Yaesu F T - 4 7 0 : Take 
a good handful of Yaesu FT-411 and throw in a 
generous dose of another band, and you get this 
surprising rig. Tom Moffat reports... 

4 — Q S P : Boy, is this brief! Chris Edmondson, 
VK3YID, finds a few special ARA bargains... 

28—SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY: Paul 
Butler's Voyager reports. 

3 1 — Y L FORUM: Kirsti, VK9NL, pushes her 
'Morsebarrow' again... 

5 4 — S H O R T W A V E : The latest SW broadcast 
news from the ARDXC's Bob Padula. 

5 6 — D X & BAND: Jim Smith's monthly roundup 
of the DX scene. 

59—CONTESTS: The contest scene with Eddie 
DeYoung, VK8XX. 

60—PREDICTIONS: IPS' October charts. 
62—CLASSIFIEDS: Australia's biggest listing of 

red-hot amateur DEAL$! 
65—SUBSCRIBE: Here's how 
66—ADVERTISE FREE! in the ARA classifieds. 
66—ADVERTISERS' INDEX 


