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EQUIPMENT REVIEW — KENWOOD T H - 2 7 A : 
A refreshing new approach in hand-held transceivers. Tom 
Moffat checks out the TH-27A and gives it the thumbs up. 
GOODBYE HEATHKIT: Heath's kits priced themselves 
out of the VK market a few years ago, but the name still 
conjures up happy memories for many... 
THE W A Y IT W A S — PART 2: Rob Wilkins, VK5AUR, 
on some of the 'characters' of amateur radio. 
EQUIPMENT REVIEW — STANDARD C5608D: 
A capable twin-band alternative to the 'Big Three', designed 
for either the shack or the car. 
EQUIPMENT REVIEW — KENWOOD T H - 7 7 A : 
This latest dual-band HT is a marked contrast to the TH-27A, 
says Tom, VK7TM. We explain why. 
AMERICA THE BRAVE: Resident cartoonist John Kolm, 
who is now a resident of the US, sent us this report of life 
with the greenbacks... and the gun lobby. 
ARA NOVICE THEORY COURSE — PART 15: 
Finally, the acid test. See how you'll do in the real thing by 
sitting through our real-life exam first. But do yourself a favor 
— read the editor's note first... 
EQUIPMENT REVIEW — ICOM IC-a6A: What's this? A 
six metre hand-held? Sit down, DXers — this one ain't what 
you think... It can't be — the knobs are purple! 
TONE SIGNALLING — CTCSS vs DTMF: Most VHF 
and UHF rigs offer tone signalling systems. You've paid for 
them, so should you use them — and if so, which one? Both? 
Here's your editor's opinion. 

Cover: Kenwood's new TH-27A and TH-77A hand-held transceivers may as 
well have come from different planets; they are that far apart in character. But, 
as Tom Moffat reports in two separate reviews, both offer stove-hot 
performance offset in one by a hard-to-understand operating system. 
Meanwhile, be watching for our forthcoming multi-way review of the top-
selling HTs — it may blow a few myths! 
The CONTESTS and FOXHUNT columns should return next month. 
Next issue out July 9. Classifieds deadline June 21. 
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